ABORTION 

(Excerpts from “Moral Dilemmas” by J. Kerby Anderson)

Abortion is the most frequently performed surgery on adults in America.  One out of three babies conceived in the United States is deliberately aborted.  Since about 40 percent of all pregnancies are unplanned, this means that well over two out of three unplanned pregnancies are terminated by abortion.  There are 1.6 million abortions reported in this country every year, meaning that over 40 million abortions have taken place since abortion was legalized in 1973.  

The consensus of the early church was that abortion and infanticide were murder.  The Didache (also known as the “Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”) was a compilation of apostolic moral teachings from the end of the first century.  It commanded, “Do not murder a child by abortion or kill a newborn infant.”  

Dilation and Curettage is commonly called D&C, the insertion of a curette – a loop-shaped knife – into the womb.  The instrument is used to scrape the placenta from the uterus and then cut the baby apart.  The pieces are then pulled through the cervix.  The tiny body must then be reassembled by an attending nurse to make sure no parts remain in the womb to cause infection.  

Suction Aspiration is used in 80% of the abortions up to the twelfth week of pregnancy.  A suction force twenty-eight times stronger than a vacuum cleaner literally tears the developing baby and the placenta to pieces.  These pieces are sucked into a container.  

Saline Injection is also known as salt poisoning.  A strong salt solution is injected through the mother’s abdominal wall into the amniotic fluid surrounding the baby.  The baby then breathes and swallows the solution causing internal poisoning and burning.  

Dilation and Extraction is also known as “partial-birth abortion.”  The physician dilates the cervix and pulls the baby’s body out, except for the head.  Leaving the head inside, the doctor inserts scissors in the skull of the baby and sucks out the brains.  The head collapses and the baby is brought out to die.  

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”  

Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart…  The word translated “formed” is used in Genesis 2:7-8 to describe God’s special creation of Adam.  It is also used of a potter fashioning clay into a vase or other piece of pottery.  

A key passage that points to the humanness of the unborn child is Luke 1:41-44.  “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice, she exclaimed:  “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you bear!  But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”  John the Baptist’s prenatal ability to recognize Mary by leaping “for joy” illustrates his mental and spiritual capacity.

In the Old Testament legal code, killing an unborn baby carried the same penalty as killing a born baby.  A baby inside the womb had the same legal status as a baby outside the womb.  

At conception the embryo is genetically distinct from the mother.  To say that the developing baby is no different from the mother’s appendix is scientifically inaccurate.  A developing embryo is also genetically different from the sperm and egg that created it. 

Death used to be defined by the cessation of heartbeat.  A stopped heart was a clear sign of death.  If the cessation of heartbeat could define death, could the onset of a heartbeat define life?  The heart is formed by the eighteenth day in the womb.  

Physicians now use a more rigorous criterion for death:  brain-wave activity.  A flat EEG (electroencephalograph) is one of the most important criteria used to determine death.  If the cessation of brain-wave activity can define death, could the onset of brain-wave activity define life?  Individual brain waves are detected in the fetus in about forty to forty-three days.

A crucial role of government is to protect life.

The Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade separated personhood from humanity.  In other words, the justices argued that a developing fetus was a human (i.e., a member of the species Homo sapiens) but not a person.  

One of the most frequent clichés is this:  “Every woman has a right to control her own body.”  Let’s consider the four elements of this slogan.  First are the words “every woman.”  Half of the aborted fetuses are female, so abortion isn’t exactly pro-woman.  So the cliché only applies to grown women seeking abortions, not to females in the womb who would grow up to be women if they were not aborted.  Second is the statement “has a right.”  Our legal system does not recognize an absolute right over one’s body.  We do not allow someone the “right” to get drunk and then drive a car.  We do not give people an absolute right to use dangerous drugs, to commit suicide, to walk around without clothes.  Third is the verb “to control.”  If a woman wanted to control her own body, she could have prevented the pregnancy before it happened.  Abstinence is 100 percent effective.  The final words are “her own body.”  As already discussed, pregnancy means there are two bodies.  

Another cliché is:  “Abortion should be every woman’s legal right.”  Abortion ends the life of the one in the womb.  

A third cliché is “The fetus is mere tissue and not a person.”  This slogan ignores the previous biblical arguments about the humanity of the fetus (Ps. 139).  God’s care as stated in the Psalms extended not merely to tissue that would become David, but to him (personal pronoun).

Adoption is a better option than abortion.  There are now more crisis-pregnancy centers in the United States than there are abortion clinics. 

A woman facing a crisis pregnancy often feels the only solution to her problem is abortion, and so she fails to consider the potential implications, including infertility and emotional scars. 

