DRUG ABUSE

(Excerpts from “Moral Dilemmas” by J. Kerby Anderson)

The average age of first alcohol use is twelve, and the average age of first drug use is thirteen.

Adolescents listed drugs as the most important problem facing people their age.

If drugs were legalized, addiction would increase, health costs would increase, and governments would once again capitulate to societal pressures and shirk their responsibility to establish moral law.

The annual cost of drug abuse in the United States was estimated by the National Center for Health Statistics to be nearly sixty billion dollars.

Alcohol

Alcohol is the drug most commonly used and abused by young people as well as adults.

Alcohol is an intoxicant that depresses the central nervous system and can bring a temporary loss of control over physical and mental powers.

In recent years debate has raged over whether alcoholism is a sin or a sickness.  The Bible clearly labels drunkenness as sin in such passages as Deuteronomy 21:20-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; and Galatians 5:19-20.  But the fact that the Bible calls drunkenness sin does not mitigate against the growing physiological evidence that certain people’s biochemistry makes them more prone to addiction.

Alcoholism is the third largest health problem (following heart disease and cancer).  

Nearly one-fourth of all Americans cited alcohol and/or drug abuse as one of three factors most responsible for the high divorce rate in this country.

Marijuana

Marijuana is regularly used by twenty million Americans, making it the most commonly used illicit drug in the country.

35 percent of all automobile accident victims had detectable levels of marijuana in their blood.

Marijuana smoke also has more cancer-causing agents than tobacco smoke.

Children of women who smoke marijuana are eleven times more likely to contact leukemia.

Marijuana is not a safe drug.  It damages brain and lung cells and adversely affects reproduction in women and fertility in men.

Cocaine

More than thirty million Americans have used cocaine

Cocaine is a stimulant and an ego builder.  Along with increased energy comes a feeling of personal supremacy – the illusion of being smarter, sexier, and more competent than anyone else.  And while cocaine confidence makes a person feel indestructible, the crash from coke leaves him or her depressed, paranoid, and searching for more.

Its intense and sensual effect make it a stronger aphrodisiac than sex itself.  

Apes given large amounts of cocaine showed they preferred the drug to food or sexual partners and were willing to endure severe electric shocks in exchange for large doses.

“Crack” is ordinary cocaine mixed with baking soda and water and heated.  This material is then dried and broken into tiny chunks that resemble rock candy.

Crack is the most hazardous form of cocaine and also the most addicting.

Using crack is one-tenth the cost

Hallucinogens

In the last few decades these hallucinogens have been replaced by PCP, often known as “angel dust”

Synthetic Drugs

“Designer Drugs”

“Ecstasy” - called “the LSD of the 1980s and 1990s.”

The anesthetic Fentanyl is considered a thousand times more potent than heroin.

Should We Legalize Drugs?

 “Legalization will take the profit out of the drug business.”

Surprising as it may sound, relatively few drug dealers actually earn huge sums of money.  Most in the crack business are low-level runners who make very little money.

“Drug legalization will reduce drug use.”
Proponents argue that legalizing drugs will make them less appealing – they will no longer be “forbidden fruit.”

When Prohibition was in effect, alcohol consumption declined by 30 to 50 percent and deaths from cirrhosis of the liver fell dramatically.

Alcohol has an addiction rate of approximately 10 percent, while cocaine has an addiction rate as high as 75 percent.

The potential market for legal drugs can be compared to the number of Americans who now use alcohol (140 million persons).

Great Britain’s experiment with drug legalization has been a disaster.  Between 1960 and 1970 the number of British heroin addicts increased thirty-fold, and during the 1980s it increased by as much as 40 percent each year.

If drugs were made legal, some crime-fighting costs might drop, but many social ills, including other forms of crime (to support drug habits), drug-related accidents, and welfare costs, would certainly increase.

A strong association between the severity of the crime and the type of substance used – the more intoxicating the substance, the more serious the incident.

More than 80 percent of the cases of physical and sexual abuse of children now involve drugs.

 “The government should not dictate moral policy on drugs.”

Legalization, on the other hand, would remove the incentive to stay away from drugs and would certainly increase drug use.

William Bennett has said, “I didn’t have to become drug czar to be opposed to legalized marijuana.  As Secretary of Education I realized that, given the state of American education, the last thing we needed was a policy that made widely available a substance that impairs memory, concentration, and attention span.

