HOMOSEXUALITY

(Excerpts from “Moral Dilemmas” by J. Kerby Anderson)

God’s plan in creation found in Genesis 1 and 2.  He created humans as male and female in His image and likeness (1:27).  Human sexuality is manifested in two genders, not three, four, or five. 

Homosexuality is a violation of the natural process God intended for human sexuality.

Third, Jude 7 provides a fitting commentary on Genesis 19.  The New Testament reference clearly states that the sin of Sodom involved “sexual immorality and perversion.”  The word “perversion” (rendered “strange flesh” in the NKJV) could imply homosexuality or even bestiality, and provides further evidence that the sin of Sodom was homosexuality, not inhospitality.

Two passages in Leviticus call it detestable (or “an abomination,” NKJV): “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; it is detestable” (18:22), and “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable” (20:13).  The word for “detestable” or Abomination,” used several times in Leviticus 18, is a strong term of disapproval, implying that something is abhorrent to God.

To hold to this rigid distinction would imply that such sins as adultery were not immoral

(see Lev. 18:20) or that bestiality was morally acceptable (see 18:23).

If the Mosaic Law is irrelevant to homosexuality, then it is also irrelevant to having sex with animals (18:23) or having illicit sex with someone’s daughter (18:17).

Three key New Testament passages concerning homosexuality are Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; and 1 Timothy 1:10.  Of the three, the most significant is the one in Romans because it deals with homosexuality within the larger cultural context.

Making use of the “abuse” argument, pro-homosexual commentators point out that Paul was only singling out homosexual offenders.  In other words, they argue that Paul was condemning homosexual abuse rather than responsible homosexual behavior.

In essence, these commentators suggest that Paul was calling for temperance rather than abstinence.  But his approach could not be applied to other sins listed in 1 Corinthians 6 or 1 Timothy 1.  Was Paul calling for responsible adultery or responsible prostitution?  Is there such a thing as moral theft and swindling?

There is no such thing as a “typical homosexual,” and it is doubtful we would ever find a single causal factor for homosexuality.  Physiological, psychological, and spiritual factors all play a part.

For years scientists have been looking for biological causes of homosexuality.  Finding such a gay gene would give support to the frequently heard homosexual cliché that “I was born this way.”  It gives credence to the concept that homosexuality is not a sin but a biological condition entitled to legal and social recognition.

Simon LeVay, a neuroscientist at the Salk Institute, has argued that homosexuals and heterosexuals have notable differences in the structure of their brains.  In 1991 he studied forty-one cadavers (nineteen homosexual men, sixteen heterosexual men, six heterosexual women).  He found that a specific portion of the hypothalamus, the area of the brain that governs sexual activity, was consistently smaller in homosexuals than in heterosexuals.  He therefore argued that there is a distinct physiological component to sexual orientation.  In other words, “biology is destiny.”

Numerous problems exist with this study, however.  First, there was considerable range in the size of the hypothalamic region.  In a few homosexual men this region was the same size as that of the heterosexuals, and in a few heterosexuals this region was as small as that of the homosexuals.  So the statistical correlation is not as strong as news reports of the initial study might lead one to believe.

Second is the chicken-and-egg problem.  When there is a difference in brain structure, is the difference the cause of sexual orientation or is it the result of sexual orientation?  Researchers, for example, have found that when people who become blind begin to learn Braille, the area of the brain controlling the reading finger actually grows larger.

LeVay has said he was driven to study the potential physiological roots of homosexuality after his homosexual lover died of AIDS.  He even admitted that if he failed to find a genetic cause for homosexuality he might walk away from science altogether.  Later he did just that, moving to West Hollywood to open up a small, unaccredited “study center” focusing on homosexuality.

Some people may inherit a predisposition for anger, depression, or alcoholism, yet society does not condone these behaviors.  And even if violence, depression, or alcoholism were proven to be inborn (determined by genetic material), would we accept them as normal and refuse to treat them?  Of course not.

Since the time of Sigmund Freud, counselors have noticed a pattern of family relationships that frequently appears in a homosexual person’s family of origin: a domineering mother and a passive or absent father.  Though this is a stereotype with obvious exceptions, the pattern still manifests itself in the lives of many homosexual men.

13 independent studies from 1959 to 1981 n the early family lives of homosexuals.  Out of these 13, all but one concluded that, in the parent-child interactions of adult homosexuals, the subject’s relationship with the parent of the same sex was unsatisfactory, ranging from a distant, non-intimate relationship to an outright hostile one.”

Another factor is early sexual experience.  Many homosexuals cite backgrounds of being sexually molested or having had sexual experiences early in their childhood.

Much less research has been done on lesbian women, but sexual abuse does seem to be a frequent pattern in the history of women with homosexual tendencies.  This abuse may be physical, sexual, and/or emotional.  When abuse comes at the hand of a man, the women may view men as tyrants and avoid them.  When the abuse comes at the and of a woman, she may grow up longing for the womanly love and protection she did not receive.

Psychologists have identified certain emotional needs everyone has.  Homosexuals report that one or more of these emotional needs are unmet.

Showing “effeminate” behavior is not femininity; it is a lack of confidence of the ability to be masculine.  Often this derives from a lack of bonding with the same-sex parent.

While the trigger for the male can be a weak father, the trigger for a female may be a distant mother.

Research shows that only after the need for bonding with the same sex has been fulfilled can relationships move on to the opposite sex.

This same-sex “deficit” may be an explanation for homosexual behavior.

Despite the rhetoric of homosexual activists, all studies which have attempted conversion from homosexuality to heterosexuality have had significant success”

The success rate for homosexual counseling varies, depending on the approaches and circumstances.  William Masters and Virginia Johnson reported successful results in 71.6 percent of all cases after a six-year follow-up period.  Others have reporte3d similar success rates.

