PORNOGRAPHY

(Excerpts from “Moral Dilemmas” by J. Kerby Anderson)

Adult bookstores outnumber McDonald’s restaurants in the United States by a margin of at least three to one.  

70 percent of the pornographic magazines sold end up in the hands of minors.

Pornography desensitized people to rape as a criminal offense.

Pornography can diminish a person’s sexual happiness.  The researchers found that people exposed to nonviolent pornography reported diminished satisfaction with their sexual partner’s physical appearance, affection, curiosity, and sexual performance.  They were also inclined to put more importance on sex without emotional involvement.

A strong statistical correlation was found between circulation rates of pornographic magazines and rape rates.

In fact, psychologists have identified a five-step pattern in pornographic addiction. 

The first step is exposure.

The second is addiction.  “keep coming back for more and more… experiences at times of emotional or sexual arousal get locked in the brain by the chemical epinephrine and become virtually impossible to erase.

A third step is escalation.  Previous sexual highs become more difficult to attain; therefore users of pornography begin to look for more exotic or deviant forms of sexual behavior to bring them stimulation.

A fourth step is desensitization.  What was initially shocking becomes routine.  Shocking and disgusting sexual behavior is no longer avoided but is sought out for more intense stimulation.  Concern about pain and degradation gets lost in the pursuit of the next sexual experience.  

A fifth step is acting out the fantasies.  People do what hey have seen and found sexually stimulating.

One view is that it actually performs a positive function in society by acting like a “safety valve” for potential sexual offenders.

The FBI’s own statistics show that pornography is found at 80 percent of the scenes of violent sex crimes, or in the homes of perpetrators.

Of the 1400 child sexual-molestation cases in Louisville, Kentucky between July 1980 and February 1984, adult pornography was connected with each incident and child pornography with the majority of them.

In countries where pornography laws have not been liberalized, there has been a less steep rise in reported rapes.  And in countries where restrictions have been adopted, reported rapes have decreased.  

The FBI interviewed two dozen sex murderers in prison who had killed multiple numbers of times.  Some eighty-one percent said their biggest sexual interest was in reading pornography.  They acted out sex fantasies on real people.  For example, Arthur Gary Bishop, convicted of sexually abusing and killing five young boys, said, ‘If pornographic material would have been unavailable to me in my early states, it is most probable that my sexual activities would not have escalated to the degree they did.’  He said pornography’s impact on him was ‘devastating…I am a homosexual pedophile convicted of murder, and pornography was a determining factor in my downfall.’

God created man and women in His image (Gen. 1:27) as sexual beings.  But because of sin in the world (Rom. 3:23), sex has been misused and abused (1:24-25)

Pornography attacks the dignity of men and women created n the image of God.  Pornography also distorts God’s gift of sex, which should be shared only within the bounds of marriage (1 Cor. 7:2-3) 

Scripture specifically condemns the practices that result from pornography, such as sexual exposure (Gen. 9:21-23) adultery (Lev. 18:20), beastiality (18:23), homosexuality (18:22 and 20:13), incest (18:6-18), and prostitution (Deut. 23:17-18).

Sexual intercourse is exclusively reserved for marriage for the following purposes.  

First, it establishes the one-flesh union (Gen. 2:24-25; Matt. 19:4-6).  

Second, it provides for sexual intimacy within the marriage bond.  The word “know” indicates a profound sense of sexual intimacy (Gen 4:1).

Third, sexual intercourse is for the mutual pleasure of husband and wife (Prov. 5:18-19).

Fourth, sexual intercourse is for procreation (Gen . 1:28)

Christians therefore must do two things.  First they must work to keep themselves pure by fleeing immorality (1 Cor. 6:18) and thinking on things that are pure (Phil. 4:8).  As a man thinks in his heart, so is he (Prov. 23:7, NKJV).  Christians must make no provision for the flesh (Rom. 13:14).  We therefore must “abstain from fleshly desires which war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11 KJV),

Helpful aids can be obtained from groups like Focus on the Family and Josh McDowell Ministries.

Second, we must evaluate our exposure to media (magazines, television shows, rock music) with inappropriate sexual themes.  Parents should set a positive example for their children, taking time to discuss these stories, programs, and songs with them from a Christian perspective.

Third, pastors should warn their congregations about the dangers of pornography and instruct them in proper view of sexuality.  Like Joseph in the Old Testament, we should flee immorality and enticement into sin.  Sermons should also be given to help members build a strong Christian home.

Parents should block cyberporn with software available for this purpose.

