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I. Introductory Remarks.
As Christians we all desire to be successful in what God has called us to do and be.  True success is determined by our ability to walk by faith, growing from faith to faith.

Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

The righteousness of God is walking in the revealed will of God.  We see this when Jesus told John the Baptist that He must be baptized by John in order to fulfill all righteousness.

If we are to fulfill the will of God in our lives as the apostle Paul and countless others did in Biblical times, we must be a people of faith who are allowing God's righteousness to fill our souls as we go from faith to faith.  There are times in our lives when we need an extra measure of faith to get us to the next level God wants to take us in order to reveal His will to us in a greater way.

· This happened to Abraham when God asked him to sacrifice his son, Isaac.
· It happened to Job when he lost everything including his health.
· It happened to Noah when he was asked to build the Ark.
· It happened to Joseph when he was thrown in prison.
· It happened to Moses when he led the children of Israel across the Red Sea.
· It happened to Joshua when He was told to encircle Jericho for seven days.
· It happened to Elijah when he challenged the prophets of Baal.
· It happened to Daniel when he was put in the den with the lions.

· It happened to Stephen when he was being stoned to death.
· It happened to Paul during his many hardships and imprisonment.
· It happens to you and me at various times in our lives as well.
What do all of these great heroes of faith have in common?  What were some of the key factors that enabled them to step out in great faith?  

· The heroes of our faith and their testimonies – Hebrews 11:28-40.
In this message I want to begin giving you seven keys to great faith.  These are keys to faith these people all had working in their lives that enabled them to go from faith to faith when the natural circumstances of their lives seemed hopeless or totally contrary.

II.  Major Keys To Great Faith.
Key #1 – We Must Have a Thorough Understanding of Submission and Authority.

Matthew 8:9-10 "For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! 

The Bible is full of these kinds of examples.

· Abraham's obedience to God when told to sacrifice Isaac - Genesis 22:2-3.
· Moses' obedience and submission to God's authority when told to stretch the Rod out over the Red Sea – Genesis 14:15-16.
· Elisha and the healing of Naaman – 2 Kings 5:9-19.  Naaman was required to dip seven times in the Jordan River before receiving his healing from leprosy.  He argued at first, but later gave in and was healed.
· Joshua was given specific instructions on how to take Jericho – Joshua 6:1-5.
· Peter and the Disciples were told to cast their nets in a specific place after fishing all night and catching nothing.  As a result they caught a great many fish – Luke 5:4-6.

Obviously, the key here is being under Christ's authority and Lordship.  Do we have a hearing ear to hear what He is speaking to us?  What specific instructions is He giving you? This is not necessarily an everyday thing, but there are times in our lives when we need to hear some specific instructions from the Lord.  
Most of the time we are simply living in under authority and in submission to the commands and principles found in the God's Word.

Faith Key #2 – We Must Worship The Lord With Reverence.

Matthew 8:1-3 When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

· The word worship here means to prostate oneself in homage – to reverence and adore.  
We see this again in the example of Joshua meeting the Commander of the Lord's Army.

Joshua 5:13-15 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, "Are You for us or for our adversaries?" So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His servant?" Then the Commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, "Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy." And Joshua did so. 

Again, the word worship is to bow down, to prostrate in homage to royalty or God.  Do reverence.  Before God can speak the word of faith into our ears, we must have an attitude of worship and reverence towards Him.  This puts us in a place of seriousness so that we can hear clearly what He wants to say to us.  

Holy Ground – When you come to God, remove the carnal clutter, repent and get serious.

Key #3 – Be Convinced Of Jesus' Ability And What You Believe.

Matthew 9:28 And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 

We must be fully convinced that God is able to do what He has promised through Jesus Christ.  Abraham was convinced of what God had spoken to him, so much so that he never wavered at the promise, but was fully convinced.

Romans 4:20-22 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness." 

· Abraham’s Example of faith and belief.

Genesis 22:4-5 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you." 

Genesis 22:8 And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." And the two of them went together. 

God had spoken to Abraham through covenant that Isaac would be his heir.  Abraham believed in the power of the covenant that God had established with him and was convinced of this and as a result great faith came forth.  He is called the father of our faith.  
Are you convinced that God is able to perform on behalf of the New Covenant that was established through Jesus Christ?

Key #4 – Press In Regardless of the Obstacles.

· The example of the Woman with a flow of blood – Luke 8:43-48.
Luke 8:45-46 And Jesus said, "Who touched Me?" When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, "Master, the multitudes throng You and press You, and You say, 'Who touched Me?' "But Jesus said, "Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me." 

This woman had to press into Jesus in spite of the obstacles she faced.  The crowds were thronging or surrounding him so that it was nearly impossible to get to him, yet she pressed in regardless of the obstacle of the crowd.  She did not lose heart.

There are many obstacles such as disillusionment, disappointments, worldly cares and distractions, and trials and tribulations that will try to cause us to lose heart and not press in.

· Paul’s Example of Pressing In.

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed... 

2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 

Key #5 – Exhibit Boldness In The Midst of Unbelief and Mockery.

Matthew 9:24-26 He said to them, "Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping." And they laughed Him to scorn. But when the crowd was put outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. And the report of this went out into all that land. 

· Example of Nehemiah rebuilding the wall being mocked by Sanballat.

Nehemiah 4:1-2 But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was furious and very indignant, and mocked the Jews. And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones from the heaps of rubbish; stones that are burned?" 

When we take steps of faith it sometimes seems foolish to those around us, but if we know that God has spoken the word of faith to us, we need to press in, regardless of how foolish it may seem or who may be mocking us.  We must press in with boldness regardless of how foolish we may seem or how others may mock us for our belief.

6.  Be Persistent in Humility.

· The example of the Gentile woman – Matthew 15:21-28.
This woman was commended by Jesus for having great faith.  What was it that made her faith great?  It was her persistent attitude that got Jesus' attention.  She continued to plead her case with humility even after Jesus didn't respond the way she wanted Him to.

Matthew 15:27-28 And she said, "True, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 

In Luke 11:5-8 we have another passage of scripture that deals with the rewards of being persistent in our faith.

Luke 11:8
"I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 

7.   Confess and Act Upon Your Faith.

Real faith involves a response.  We must confess it and act upon it if we are to see it materialize into the reality that God desires for our lives.

2 Corinthians 4:13 But since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I believed and therefore I spoke," we also believe and therefore speak... 

James 2:20-22 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 

III.  Concluding Remarks.

I am convinced that God is calling all of us at various times to new levels of faith, some of these levels require great faith other require a normal amount of faith.  Where are you at now?  Have you been at the same place for a long period of time?  If so, God may be calling you to take a greater step of faith to experience a new freshness in your walk with Him.

Submit to His authority in a spirit of worship and adoration and be fully convinced of what He wants to do in your life and press in regardless of all obstacles. We must then exhibit boldness in the midst of unbelief and mockery with an attitude of being persistent in humility.  Finally, confess and act on what you believe and you shall experience the results of great faith.
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