Bush Reiterates Firm Stance on Stem Cells

President Bush has not been swayed by the efforts of

lawmakers to use President Reagan's death to force him to

relax funding restrictions on embryonic stem-cell

research.

Bush signed an executive order in August 2001 prohibiting

federal money being spent for research on anything other

than 78 embryonic stem-cell lines already in existence at

that time. But a few days before Reagan's

Alzheimer's-related death, 58 senators -- including such

pro-life Republicans as Orrin Hatch of Utah and Trent Lott

of Mississippi -- sent Bush a letter asking him to

reconsider the policy in the same of curing and treating

disease.

But White House spokesman Scott McClellan said today that

Bush continues to believe in his policy.

"The president came up with a policy that will allow us to

explore the promise of stem-cell research, and do so in a

way that doesn't cross a certain moral threshold that he

set," McClellan said. "That is his position, and that

remains his position."

The Declaration of Independence states: "We hold these truths to be

self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable

rights; that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit

of Happiness."
